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ADDRESS 
 
   
PO Box 725 
St. Joseph, IL  
61873 
217-377-3069 
 
CERTIFICATIONS 
 
State Of Illinois-Certified Law Enforcement Officer 
Blue Card Incident Command Certification 
Certified Vehicle Fire Investigator, NAFI     
Emergency Management Institute NIMS 300, 400    
 Emergency Magnagement Institute NIMS IS 800                           
 Certified Fire, Explosive Investigator, NAFI          
 Emergency Management Institute NIMS IS 100 
Emergency Management Institute NIMS IS 700    
National Incident Management Certification              
Private Detective, State of Illinois #116-001540    
 Hazardous Materials-Operations      
 Hazardous Materials- Incident Commander     
 Instructor ll - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office               
 Fire Officer ll - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office      
 Fire Officer I- Illinois State Fire Marshall Office                 
 Instructor I - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office                 
 Fire Apparatus Engineer - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office    
 Firefighter lll - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office             
 Fire Investigator- Illinois State Fire Marshall Office            



 Arson Investigator- Illinois State Fire Marshall Office          
 Firefighter ll - Illinois State Fire Marshall Office              
 
 
 
 
 
 
WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Urbana Fire Department, Urbana, Illinois                    

   Firefighter                                       1983-1995 
 Company Officer                                                                   1995 
 Prevention Bureau- On-Shift Fire Investigator                 1992-1995                                                                  
 Division Chief –Prevention/Education Division  1995-1999                                                
 Division Chief- Fire Suppression Division   1999-2007 

              Fire Prevention Division- Fire Investigator   1995-2007 
              Fire Chief        2007-2013(retired) 

 

MABAS-ILLINOIS-Operations Branch Chief   2013-2015 
 

 

Leader MABAS 28 Fire Investigation Team              2009- 2013 
 
Board of Trustees, St. Joseph-Stanton Fire Protection District 
                                                                                                 2006-2008 
PFI, Inc. 
Fire Origin and Cause Expert      1999- 2021 

               Illinois Private Investigator License #115-001540 
 

Sidney Fire Protection District-Assistant Chief                   2014-present 
 
Fithian Police Department  -Patrol                                        2018-present 
 
Independent Forensics Investigations Corp.  
Fire Origin and Cause Investigator    2021-present 

  
 

  Ruhl and Associates, Forensic, Inc. 
                Retained Fire Specialist                                            1995-2017 

 
Champaign County Sheriff's Department    1977-1983 

 Deputy Sheriff 
 
Tolono Police Department                                                      1983-1987 
 
 



 
St. Joseph Station Fire District                1987-1995  

Firefighter                          
Lieutenant 
Training Officer 

 
 
Central Illinois Appraisers                                                        1990-1994   

Insurance Appraiser. Fire Cause and Origin Investigator. 
 
Champaign County Arson Task Force                              1982-1987 
           Team Leader, Fire Investigations 
 
 
 
Edge-Scott Fire Department – Firefighter                  1979-1983  
 
 
Dilley Auto Body, Owner and Operator   1977-2005 
Automotive Repair Technician- Sullivan Automotive                      1975-1976                                                                                                                                                                 
Automotive Repair Technician Tatmans Autobody                          1976-1977                                                                                     
 
ORGANIZATIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
International Association of Arson Investigator 
Illinois Association of Arson Investigator 
Member National Fire Protection Association 
Illinois IAAI Training Board                                              1995-2013 
National Association of Fire Investigators 
 
TRAINING/EDUCATION 
IAAI Fire Investigation Conference, Southern Zone   2022 
Constitutional Authority       2021 
Procedural Justice        2021    
Communications        2021 
Crimes against Persons and Property     2021 
Fundementals Of Investigation      2021 
Interview and Interrogation      2021 
Stress Management                 2021 
Use of Force-Firearms         2021 
Firearms Qualification                                                                     2020 
Illinois State Police –Leads Training                                              2020 
Sexual mHarrassment-Prevention     2020 
Sexual Assault/Abuse Refresher     2020 
Mental Health Intervention/De-Escalation-ILETSB                        2019 
Crimes in Progress-ILETSB                                                            2019 



Domestic Violence-ILETSB                                                              2019 
Crisis Interventiomn-ILETSB                                                           2019 
Mental Health Intervention/De-Escalation ILETSB   2018 
40 Hour Law for Police-ILETSB      2018 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference                             2015 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference                             2014 
Illinois Fire Investigators Conference, Southern Zone, IAAI 20 hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI                     2013 32 hours 
Blue Card Incident Command Simulations    2012  
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI                     2012 32 hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Conference, Southern Zone, IAAI         2012 20 hours 
Blue Card Incident Command Training Program    2011 50 hours 
Illinois Fre Investigators Training Conference, IAAI                      2011 32 hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI  2010 40 hours 
Southern Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference  2010 14 hours 
Vehicle Fire Investigation Class, PATC     2009   20 hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference                         2009  40 Hours 
Southern Illinois Fire Investigators Conference, IAAI    2009    20 hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI                       2008  32 hours 
Southern Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference , IAAI      2008   20 Hours 
NIMS, Command and General Staff                                                    2007   40 hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI     2007   32 Hours  
NAFI, NFPA National Fire Investigation Training Seminar               2007   40 Hours 
Fire Pattern Recognition and Identification                                       2006   20 hours                                  
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI     2006   32 Hours 
Accident Investigation II-Northwestern Traffic Institute               2005   80 Hours 
Fire Service Vehicle Operator         2005   12 Hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI               2005   32  Hours 
Accident Investigation I-Northwestern Traffic Institute     2004    80 Hours 
National Incident Management         2004      4 Hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference ,IAAI                       2004    32 Hours                  
Unified Command-Illinois Fire Service Institute                              2003      8 Hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI                       2003    32 Hours 
National Fire Academy-Leadership III Supervisory                         2002     8 Hours  
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI                       2002    32 Hours 
Hazardous Materials Ops Refresher-Ilinois Fire Service Institute  2001     8  Hours     
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI     2001    32 Hours 
Trench Rescue Operations         2001    40 Hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training Conference, IAAI                      2000    32 Hours    
Illinois State Fire Marshall Fire Investigation Seminar                     2000    12 Hours 
Trench Rescue Awareness                   2000    16 Hours 
Basic Concepts of Terrisiom                             2000    16 Hours 
Hazardous Materials Operations                                                        2000    16 Hours 
Illinois Emergency Management School Safety                2000    80 Hours 



Illinois Fire Investigators Training, IAAI       1999    32 Hours  
Illinois Fire Investigators Training, IAAI       1998    32 Hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training, IAAI       1997    32 Hours 
Illinois Fire Investigators Training, IAAI       1996    32 Hours 
Fire Management IV- Illinois Fire Service Institute                          1996    80 Hours  
Tactics & Strategy ll - Illinois Fire Service Institute                         1996    40 Hours 
Fire Management lll - Illinois Fire Service Institute                          1995    40 Hours 
Hazardous Materials Incident Commander                                       1995    16 Hours 
Fire Instructor ll - Illinois Fire Service Institute                                1995     40 Hours 
Illinois Arson Investigators Seminar, IAAI                                        1995    40 Hours 
Emergency Response Disaster Training, IEMA                                1995    32 Hours 
Solving Egress in Commercial Buildings, BOCA                             1995    8 Hours 
Automatic Fire Alarm & Sprinkler Systems Training, IAAA             1995    80 Hours 
Factory Mutual Loss Control Emergency Response Planning        1995   16 Hours 
Management ll - Illinois Fire Service Institute                                   1991    40 Hours 
Pump Operations - Illinois Fire Service Institute                              1990    40 Hours 
I-Car Automotive Training                                                                   1990   16 Hours 
Advanced Smoke Training - Illinois Fire Service Institute               1988    16 Hours 
Management I - Illinois Fire Service Institute                                    1988    40 Hours 
Fire Prevention Principles I - Illinois Fire Service Institute              1988    40 Hours  
Hazardous Materials Awareness - Illinois MZ MIXT Board               1988    8 Hours  
Tactics & Strategies - Illinois Fire Service Institute                          1987    40 Hours  
Instructor I - Illinois Fire Service Institute                                          1986    40 Hours  
Emergency Medical Technician - Parkland College                          1983 
Illinois Fire Service Institute Basic Fire Academy                             1983    240 Hours   
Smoke Divers - Illinois Fire Service Institute                                     1983    40 Hours  
Advanced Arson Detection - Illinois Fire Service Institute               1983    12 Hours  
Fire and Arson Detection - Arson Task Force Training Board         1982    12 Hours   
Advanced Arson Investigation lll -                                                      1981    40 Hours  
Department of Law Enforcement Academy                                         
Arson Investigation I & ll -                                                                    1980    80 Hours 
Department of Law Enforcement Academy                                          
Investigation Intervention and Management                                       1980    8 Hours 
Advanced Firearms - FBI TRC Training                                               1978  
Firearms Training - Illinois Police Training Institute                          1977  
Basic Law Enforcement- Illinois Police Training Institute                 1977    240 Hours 
General Motors Training Facility-Vehicle Body Repair                      1975 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INSTRUCTOR EXPERIENCE 
 



National Instructor-Public Agency Training Counsel                         2006-2015 
Fire Science Instructor-Parkland College                                            2003-2008  
Instructor-University of IllinoisFire Service Institute                          2001-2014 
Fire Investigation, Fire Prevention, IFSI Academies                           2003-2010  
Fire Investigation Modules                                                                    All Current Modules   
     
 
 
 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
 
     University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Illinois, 1 year 
 
     Parkland College, Champaign, Illinois, 1 year 
 
     Pikes Peak Community College- Fire Science Associate Degree 
 
 
 
 
Additional Interests 
     
 
    Restoration and repair of collectable and damaged vehicles 
     
    15 years coaching youth football and baseball 
 
    Church Volunteering 
   
 
 
 


